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PROGRAMS
The Derby Recreation Commission offers programs and activities in the following areas:

Aquatics, Art, Fitness, Health & Wellness, Special Events, and Sports.

During 2018, participation in DRC programs was 157,418 and included 1,300 programs with 61 new programs.

AQUATICS
Aquatics continues to grow in swimming lessons and water safety education classes. Other programs offered
by aquatics were: Family Swim Nights, Lifeguard Training, Lifeguard Instructor Training, and Water Safety
Instructor Training.
Private Lessons: 448 registered

Swim Lessons: 785 registered

UNSINKABLES - In 2018, 442 USD 260 2nd grade students completed the Unsinkables program that
teaches water safety and basic swimming skills. Children that participate in Unsinkables are more likely to be
comfortable in and around the water and decrease the likelihood of accidental drowning.

Lifeguard Training

Resolution Swim

Spooky Swim

ARTs
The 2018 year brought a partnership with USD 260 to hold art programs in the DMS art classrooms due to
lack of art space at the DRC facility. Through this partnership, DRC art programs have continued to thrive.
New programs launched were “Hey Kids Get Your Paint On”, CosPlay Costume Creation, and the
DIY Workshop Series. Art classes in 2018 continued to grow in popularity including art outreach with
organizations such as 4-H and the Derby Senior Center. These outreach programs continue to gain interest
among youth and adults in our community.
Programs offered: 251 Adult registrations: 438 Youth registrations: 404
MARY POPPINS JR.- Camp Center Stage presented Mary Poppins, Jr. 49 kids rehearsed and produced the
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious play about the practically perfect nanny. A true classic came to life during
four separate performances.

One Day Art Pottery

Hip Hop Dance

4h painting

FITNESS
The DRC strives to stay trendy with classes and fitness options to meet the goals for individual fitness needs.
New classes offered in 2018 included: Paddleboard Fitness, Roll & Stretch, Tabata Fit, Get Fit, Extreme
Press, Proper Lifting Class, Fit & Strong and many more.
Programs offered: 369 Registrations:2,923
LATCHKEY FITNESS - The Fall of 2018 marked the beginning of a partnership with USD 260 Latchkey to
bring recreation programming to their sites. Fitness classes that were offered were POUND and Zumba. In
total 582 students participated in physical activity after school.

Youth Yoga

Senior OAC class

paddleboard yoga

Health & WELLNESS
The DRC Health and Wellness program is a collaborative effort between the DRC and the Derby Health
Collaborative. In 2018 the Derby Health Collaborative, along with several other partners, were the winners
of a $25,000 grant from United Healthcare for the “Let’s Diabeat This” Campaign. This campaign focuses on
diabetes education and prevention. Other popular programs held throughout the year included I Bike Derby,
Prevent T2, Expanded Food and Nutrition Program, and the Community Baby Shower.
HEALTH EXPO - The “Let’s Diabeat This” campaign kick-off was held with The Let’s Diabeat This
Health Expo on May 31, 2018. The expo included 45 vendors, health screenings, cooking and exercise
demonstrations, speakers, and exhibits showcasing the latest diabetes care methods. A total of 389 people,
participated in the Expo and nearly 160 people took the diabetes risk test with
49.6% showing an increased risk for diabetes.

Bike Race - Bike Month

Community baby shower

Health Expo

SPECIAL EVENTS
Special Events are important gatherings in the Derby community that strengthen civic pride and build family
relationships. The DRC strives to provide events that cater to all areas of the community, with focus on
family participation. Popular programs include the Derby Kite Festival, Easter Egg Hunts, Movie in the Park
and Courtyard, Halloween Hullabaloo, Happy Noon Year, Kids Fishing Derby, Toss Like a Boss Cornhole
Tournament, Ice Cream Day, and Oaklawn National Night Out. Programs were also offered for those with
special needs and feature activities such as the Special Olympics, trips to movies and trampoline parks, and
Afternoon Adventures activities.
Programs offered: 35
HAPPY NOON YEAR - On December 31st families were invited to the DRC to ring in the “noon” year.
Snacks, games, party hats, whistles, and a photo booth were provided. The finale of the event was a
countdown to noon and a balloon drop. There were 65 people in attendance.

Happy Noon Year

Halloween Hullbaloo

breakfast with santa

SPORTS
Recreational sports continue to be a strong focus of the DRC and Derby community. Adult sports feature
softball, basketball, volleyball, and pickleball. Youth sports include soccer, basketball, gymnastics, flag
football, Tae Kwon Do, baseball, volleyball, softball, t-ball, archery, golf and tennis. DRC sports also offered
five USSSA fastpitch softball tournaments that included 69 teams.
Adult Sports: 1,418 registrations
Youth Sports: 3,540 registrations
GYMNASTICS - This program continues to be an extremely popular activity with most sessions reaching
their maximum number of participants. Participants range in age from 3-12 years. Classes begin with the
basics such as the introduction of apparatuses to working on skills using the USAG path of progression. All
classes work on flexibility, balance, coordination, motor skills and spatial awareness.

hook a kid on golf

baseball

gymnastics

DERBY RECREATION CENTER
For the fourth consecutive year, Derby Recreation Center members were able to participate in the DRC
Winter Membership Campaign and received 20% off an annual membership. Over 650 memberships were
sold to families and individuals taking advantage of this offer.
The Commission continues its commitment towards first class facilities with the following projects:
• The launch of a new registration software, Perfect Mind, successfully took place in the spring 		
of 2018. This program increases ease of customer registration online for programs and 			
memberships.
• Replacement of the DRC indoor pool dehumidification unit took place during annual maintenance
which started the second week in July. A new Seresco unit was installed providing a more energy
efficient operation.
• Each year, fitness equipment is replaced, and new equipment is added to the DRC Fitness Center.
• Both racquetball courts were upgraded to LED lights to help with aesthetics and energy efficiency.
• New HVAC units replaced aging units in both racquetball courts.
Outdoor Maintenance & Fleet
• A new administration vehicle was added to the fleet.
• Landscaping was replaced around the LED sign in front of the DRC.
• New blue awnings replaced the yellow ones around the exterior of the building. Two additional 		
were added to protect the staff entrances at the rear and side of the facility.
• A new utility vehicle was purchsed.
• A new mower was purchased to help with upkeep of grounds.
The Recreation Commission strives to improve member experience and safety.
The following list highlights those efforts in 2018:
• Hours of operation were adjusted after Memorial Day to increase availability of the facility.
• A 20% off membership promotion was offered in January.
• All frontline staff received certification in CPR/AED, Oxygen and First Aid.
• All part-time and full time employees participated in a customer service training prior to the start
of our summer season.

OAKLAWN ACTIVITY CENTER
The Oaklawn Activity Center (OAC) is entering its tenth year of operation since a major re-model and facility
addition in 2009. Facility hours were adjusted at the end of May to align with usage needs. The afterschool
program continues to thrive, and approximately 128 students on average are engaged, daily, in various
games and physical activities around the center. The OAC provides a safe and fun atmosphere for students
after school until their parents or guardians are able to pick them up. The student participation in this program
has remained strong over the past four years.
The OAC facility usage for 2018 was just over 19,000 visits. The OAC boasts a fitness center with many
exercise equipment options, a gymnasium, computer lab, exercise studios, meeting rooms, kitchen and a
Sedgwick Co. Community Policing unit. Most of these amenities were not available in the Oaklawn area until
the inception of the OAC, again providing essential value and quality of life opportunities for the residents
of the Oaklawn community. The OAC has become a popular facility rental option for various activities and
events. The OAC provides rental amenities for parties, showers, receptions, gatherings and meetings. These
options have become very valuable for many groups and organizations since the re-purposing of space
during the Derby Recreation Center renovation.
The OAC also provides a second option for those who are members of the Derby Recreation Center and
may be looking for an alternative location to participate in physical activity and programs. The memberships
for both recreation centers are reciprocal.
OAC Facility and Operation Highlights
• Hours of operation were adjusted to reflect facility usage.
• Fitness equipment was updated with a new recumbent bike and stretching mats.
• LED lights were added to the exterior of the building to increase visibility and efficiency.
• An information TV was added to the lobby to communicate events and programs to guests coming
into the facility.
Events Facilitated
• Boys and Girls Club Activities
• Derby Free Spirits Events
• Sedgwick Co. Sheriff’s Dept meetings and events
• Derby China Painters meetings
• Village Steppers events
• Derby Radio Control Club events
• Derby Barn Dancers events
• Derby Community Family Services Food Drives
• Annual Rock River Rapids 		
employee kick-off meeting and
training
Programs
• Afterschool program
• Adult Volleyball
• Fitness programs
• Pickleball
• Community Garden activities
• Special Events

HUBBARD ARTS CENTER
The Derby Recreation Commission is looking forward to the enhancements that are being planned for the
Hubbard Arts Center. The facility promises to provide a vast array of opportunities for our community in the
near future. The renovation design and planning that took place in 2018 has set the stage for what this facility
will offer.
Progress in 2018 includes:
• DRC Facilities Committee designed plans with SJCF Architectural firm for amenities that include a
community room, demonstration kitchen, meeting spaces, art studios, music recording studio, 		
multipurpose studio and administrative offices.
• DRC, City of Derby, and Derby Historical Society worked collaboratively to establish a donor 		
agreement for the property.
• City of Derby and Derby Historical Society executed a change in ownership transaction, making
the City of Derby the new owners of the property.
• City of Derby began work on a $2 million bond issuance for the financing of the project.
• City of Derby and DRC began progress towards establishing a lease agreement for the 		
Commission to renovate, maintain, and occupy the facility.
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REVIS

Rock River Rapids
The Derby Recreation Commission manages, markets, and programs Rock River Rapids through a
management agreement with the City of Derby. This regional attraction provides summertime fun for Derby
residents and draws many visitors from around the state.
The 15th season of Rock River Rapids kicked off on May 28, 2018. During the season, the park had a
cumulative attendance of 88,856. There were 438 registrations in water fitness classes.
Swimming lesson enrollment stayed strong with a total of 2,195 lessons taught during the summer session.
Special Event programming at Rock River Rapids was very successful in 2018. A weekly event that was held
every Monday was log rolling. The Wibit was also placed in the lap pool on June 28 for everyone to enjoy.

Larger Special Events and Programming
ROCK RIVER RAPIDS TOT TIME
Ages: 5 and under
Offered every Saturday
New features: Addition of Story Time, presented by the
Derby Public Library, at our June 9 and August 4 events.
Attendance: 614 guests
THE WORLD’S LARGEST SWIM LESSON
New features: Achieved a Guiness World Record for 45,000
swimmers from 27 countries.
Attendance: 269 swimmers

SLIDE & DIVE MOVIE NIGHT
New features: Entire park opened at 7:30 p.m. for open
swim time before everyone moved over to the lap pool to
float and watch family friendly movies.
Movies: Moana - June 14, Field of Dreams - July 26
Attendance: 809 guests

BACK TO SCHOOL SPLASH
Ages: 6th-8th grade USD 260 students
Attendance: 283 students

POOCH POOL PARTY
Features: Awards for biggest dog, best-dressed dog,
smallest dog, and owner look-a-like.
Attendance: 337 dogs

2018 at a glance

JAnuary - Basketball

MAy - Kite Fest

September - CJ Memorial Tournament

FEBRUARY - VAlentine Swim

June - Slide and Dive

OCtober - Halloween Hullabaloo

center membership past 3 years

MArch- Horseback Riding

July - Ice Cream day

November - Go N Gobble

2016

*New software implementation. Membership migration not complete by end of March 2018.

Arpil- Spring into Art

august - BAck to school splash

December - Breakfast with Santa

2017 2018

Financial

2018 Revenues and Expenditures

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

2018 financial data
2018 Revenues

2018 Expenditures

Board of Directors
Five appointed members comprise the Derby Recreation Commission Board of Directors. These five
individuals are appointed by the City of Derby (two appointees), USD 260 School Board (two appointees),
as well as one member appointed at large by the other four Board members. A full term for a Board member
is four years and terms are staggered so that no more than two members’ terms expire in any one year.
Board members are volunteers and serve without compensation. The Board is the policy-making arm of the
Derby Recreation Commission and meets on the second Tuesday of every month at 6:00 pm at the Derby
Recreation Center.

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Jack Hezlep is the Derby Recreation Commission 2018 Volunteer of the Year!
Mr. Hezlep received this award from DRC Board President, Kerry Dexter at
the DRC January board meeting. Hezlep was recognized for his dedication to
volunteering for bike repair events at the Oaklawn Activity Center the past 2
years. Jack helped repair nearly 30 bicycles to help improve the bicycle culture
in Derby. Jack has been an outstanding advocate and a valuable champion for
Derby Bike Month and beyond. Thank you for your service Jack!

Pictured with Board Member Kerry Dexter

STAFF
The Derby Recreation Commission employed 28 full-time employees, more than 400 part-time employees
and hosted five interns. During 2018, DRC employees continued to embrace the DRC Wellness Initiative with
100% full-time staff participation.

2018

staff Milestone

Anniversaries

1 YEAR

Vanessa Buehne

5 YEARS

Jaimie Mahlandt
Sasha Kuchinski
Daniel Patterson

10 YEARS

Jennifer Nixon
Kelli Farber

15 YEARS

Todd Hatfield
Darcie Parkhurst
Jenni Johnson

20 YEARS

Darren Hornback
Janet Roberts

In retrospect

Welcome to the 2018 Derby Recreation Commission Annual Report
While this past year seemed to move at a very swift pace, we are pleased to report significant progress made
and share our vision with you for 2019!
A combination of a dedicated Board of Directors, enthusiastic and determined staff, and supportive
community partners allowed the Commission to continue its strong track record of providing first class,
recreational services to the citizens of USD #260 in 2018. Some of these highlights include:
• Introduction of new hours of operation at the Derby Recreation Center and Oaklawn Activity Center.
• Development of a new Mission and Vision that supports the long term goals of the Commission.
• Adoption and implementation of a 10-year comprehensive Master Plan.
• Continuity of strong program participation and membership retention, Commission wide.
• Launched new registration software that allows for improved online registration on any platform.
• Continued advancements in the areas of health, wellness and community enrichment.
• Cultivation of approximately 60 private/public community partnerships.
• Continued financial stability of the Derby Recreation Commission.
• Advancements in marketing to support the growth of the Commission and its services to the 		
community.
• Implementation of the Trina Bauer Inspirational Wellness Award.
• Architectural planning of the Hubbard Arts Center.
• Collaboration with the City of Derby and Derby Historical Society
for the Hubbard Arts Center transaction and financing.
As we reflect on these achievements of 2018 and build upon the success from this past year, we look
towards 2019 eagerly to complete ongoing projects and make progress on new developments.
The following initiatives will be undertaken in 2019:
• Renovation of the Hubbard Arts Center which will provide multiple program enhancements in the
areas of art, enrichment, health and wellness.
• Continued evaluation of the DRC’s membership structure with
emphasis on potentially combining membership and fitness classes
under one fee umbrella.
• Continued implementation of initiatives in the DRC master plan.
Thank you for taking the time to review our annual report. The DRC Board and
staff are committed and take pride in providing exceptional experiences to our
community and visitors. If you have any questions or ideas, please do not
hesitate to let us know.

Chris Drum - Superintendent of Recreation

